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February 3, 2018

Members of the Executive Committee, Chairs/ Co-Chairs of Standing Committees, Task Forces & the History Team
Re: Invitation for the EC Meeting, Retreat, and Symposium in Johannesburg, South Africa, 20-22 June, 2018
Dear Esteemed Colleagues,
I am delighted to cordially invite you to the first WCCES symposium entitled Comparative Education for Global Citizenship,
Peace and Harmony through Ubuntu to be held at the Ali Mazrui Center for Higher Education at the University of
Johannesburg in South Africa during June 21-22, 2018. Kindly see more details about this symposium at:
<https://www.worldcces.org/wcces-symposium-johannesburg-21-22-june-2018.html>. This symposium is open to the entire
comparative and international education community-at-large with no registration fee. Thus, you and your colleagues/the
members of your respective constituent societies/working groups are strongly encouraged to submit abstracts and to plan to
attend.
We are fortunate to be supported financially by a grant from Open Society Foundations, gratis use of the facilities of the
University of Johannesburg, and academic collaboration with the Indian Ocean Comparative Education Society (IOCES) and
the Southern African Comparative and History of Education Society (SACHES). Our EC members hailing from low-income
countries, who could seldom make it to the EC meetings earlier, will receive some support that will hopefully enable them to
attend the symposium so that our community can benefit from their insights.
Prior to the symposium, we will hold the first WCCES Retreat which aims to provide a platform for a collective and forwardlooking reflection on the remarkable history of the Council and explorations for its further advancement. The retreat and the
53rd WCCES Executive Meeting will be held on June 20 and the first half of June 21 2018. You are cordially invited to both
events reserved for the WCCES EC members, Chairs/ Co-Chairs of Standing Committees, Task Forces, and the History
Team. The Retreat (to be facilitated by a professional) will help us to refocus on our priorities and create strategies for our
organization.
I am pleased to inform you also that the WCCES symposium will be held in conjunction with the 5th IOCES International
Conference entitled Rethinking Epistemologies and Innovating Pedagogies to Foster Global Peace (more details available at
the website of IOCES: www.ioces.altervista.org). This IOCES conference is open to the whole comparative and international
education community-at-large with no registration fee.
More details about the venue, specific time schedules, and other relevant information are provided in the symposium flyer
attached herewith. To help us organize efficiently, please submit your abstract for the symposium (symposium@wccesonline.org) and/or confirm your attendance for the retreat and the 53rd EC meeting by sending an email to contact@wccesonline.org by February 28, 2018.
I look forward to welcoming you in Johannesburg in June 2018.
Sincerely Yours,
Professor N’Dri T. Assié-Lumumba
President, WCCES

